




on Nanotechnology
Story card

Three stagesGuidelines

Introduction

Nanotechnology is a diverse field including any activities at the level of atoms 

and molecules (or more specifically between 1 and 100nanometers) that could 

have applications in the real world. In recognition of this diversity many people 

prefer to talk of nanotechnologies than of nanotechnology.

A common feature that many nanotechnologies exploit is the special 

properties that materials display at this scale. For example by dividing a 

certain volume of material into nanoscale particles you radically increase the 

surface area. This makes the material more reactive. That is why icing sugar 

dissolves more quickly than granulated sugar. Also the size of nano-scale 

particles means they may be able to enter body cells or pass straight through 

skin. 

Just like any new technology (e.g. steam, electricity) all these special 

properties may be very useful or harmful depending on the situation.

Policy positions

1. Rapid nanotechnology expansion, minimum regulation
    Promote rapid expansion of nanotechnologies, with the minimum of

    regulation, to ensure its benefits are realised as quickly as possible.

2. Proceed with nanoscience but regulate
    Allow scientific research in nanotechnologies to proceed, setting new

    regulations alongside the potential developments which emerge.

3. Regulated nanoscience with public dialogue
    As poistion 2. but opening public dialogue now on the directions of research

    and applications.

4. No nanoscience unless specifically and publicly agreed
    Allow only the research and applications whose specific goals have been

    through an ongoing, widespread national public debate and dialogue.

Aims of the game

* Clarify what your opinions are

* Work towards a shared group vision

* Let your voice be heard in Europe

* Enjoy discussing!

You have a right to a voice: speak 

your truth.

But not the whole truth: don't go on 

and on.

Value your life learning.

Respect other people.

Allow them to finish before you 

speak.

Delight in diversity.

Welcome surprise or confusion as a 

sign that you've let in new thoughts 

or feelings.

Look for common ground.

'But' emphasises difference; 'and' 

emphasises similarity.

2. Discussion
Together with the other players, start 
discussing and identify one or more 
larger themes that you all feel relevant. 
Everyone gets a chance to speak. Put 
your cards on the table to provide your 
arguments for each theme.         ± 30 MIN.

1. Information
Clarify your personal view on the 
subject, reading and selecting the cards 
which you feel are most important for 
you. Place your cards on the placemat 
and then read them aloud to the other 
players.                                     ± 30 MIN.
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Place story card here

If you need to interrupt an ongoing 
conversation, use your ‘talk money’- 
you can do it twice during this phase.



Initial thoughtsInfo card Info card

Issue cardIssue card

... plus one

Challenge card

3. Shared group response
Reflect on the theme(s) that the group 
has identified and the cards that sustain 
the arguments. As a group, can you 
reach a positive consensus on a policy 
position that reflects the group's view? 
You can formulate a new common 
policy, if you wish.                       ± 20 MIN.

4. Action
Go to www.playdecide.org to:
• Submit the results of your group to the 
   Decide database;
• See how other European countries 
   think about this issue;
• Read more about this subject;
• Download a game kit to play with your 
   friends or colleagues;
• Learn how you can make a difference 
   after playing Decide.
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Place first Info card here Place second Info card here Write down your initial thoughts,

use White cards to add issues

Place first Issue card here Place second Issue card here Place Challenge card here






